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The Unity Sun 

The Jesus Code Sundays at 9am Facilitated by Rev. Jim 

     In this very special book, John Randolph Price writes about  a 
very vivid dream during the night of January 1, 1998, where he 
was emphatically denied access to the secret gate leading to 
Cosmic Consciousness. Both curious and concerned, he pondered 
what to do next. Then he was suddenly given the specific 
instruction: See Jesus for the Code. This unique story will teach 
you what it means to be "spiritual" in this world.  

 

Practical Metaphysics: A New Insight in Truth Starting 

July 18—Wednesdays at 10am & 6pm — Facilitated by Karen Diehl, LUT—
and Streamed over Facebook 
     Learn what it means to live from a deeper place of 
consciousness—live the abundant, true life you desire—with this 
book from renowned spiritual leader Eric Butterworth. 
     The author of Discover the Power Within You shares his 
profound insights on living metaphysically. Through lectures, 
meditations, and activities, Butterworth's Practical Metaphysics 
will awaken you to the centered place of your own truth and 

offer you paths to health, love, prosperity, and peace of mind.  Increase your 
spiritual awareness and improve your life with this inspiring collection of 
lessons created by the gifted minister and teacher.  
 

A Heroic Life: New Teachings from Jesus on the 

Human Journey  
Starting July 15—Sundays at 12:30pm — Facilitated by Karen Diehl, LUT 

     The hero’s journey—this human life—is a search for the 
greatest treasure of all: the gifts of your true nature. These gifts 
are your birthright, but they have been hidden from you, kept 
from you by the dragon: the ego. These gifts are the wisdom, 
love, peace, courage, strength, and joy that reside at your core. 
A Heroic Life shows you how to overcome the ego’s false beliefs 
and face the ego’s fears. It provides you with both a perspective 
and a map to help you successfully and happily navigate life’s 
challenges and live heroically. You will learn how to skillfully 

manage changes, how to overcome difficulties, how to master your negative 
emotions, how to cultivate inner strength, how to be happy, and how to be 
true to yourself.  

A Course in Miracles Tuesdays at 10:30am 

     In response to repeated requests, we have formed a group 
to study A Course in Miracles. Perhaps you’d like to explore 
miracles. Join us at 10:30am on Tuesdays. We will take an in-
depth approach, using recorded lectures by Dr. Ken Wapnik, 
the world's foremost ACIM teacher. Please call Renee 623-
332-4981 if you are interested or if you have any questions.  

June Classes 
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Financial Statement 

Five Months ending May 31, 2018 

Income  

Sunday Contributions  $45,489.00  

  Less 10% tithe $4,548.90 

Other Income  $16,758.42 

Net Income $57,698.52 

  Less Expenses  $93,904.87 

Net Operating Loss $36,206.35 

Interest Income $45529.79 

  Less 10% Tithe $4.553.00 

Operating Income $4,770.44 

Designated Income $2,980.00 

  Less Designated Expense $21.55 

Net Income $7,728.89 

Bequeest Day Trust $481.46 

Net Income $8,210.35 

Prosperity 

  Charles Fillmore wrote this about 

prosperity: “There is no lack of 

anything anywhere in reality. The only 

lack is the fear of lack in the mind of 

man. We do not need to overcome 

any lack, but we must overcome the 

fear of lack.”   

     “Most of us rush around trying to 

work out our problems for ourselves 

and in our own way, with one idea, 

one vision: The material thing we seek. We need to devote 

more time to silent meditation and, like the lilies of the 

field, simply be patient and grow into our demonstrations. 

We should remember always that these substance ideas 

with which we are working are eternal ideas that have 
always existed and will continue to exist, the same ideas 

that formed this planet in the first place and that sustain it 

now.”  

     Lack is not a divine idea, therefore, it is not a reality in 

the true meaning of reality. Lack is a sort of mirage. People 

call it real because it appears. Lack appears. But is it real? 

The answer is the same as regarding a mirage in the desert. 

It appears. But is it real? You might say it is a “real mirage,” 

but spiritual awareness will replace the mirage with the real 

thing. Lack can be replaced by supply through spiritual 

consciousness.  

     Thank you for your support of Unity Spiritual Center.  

While it is not exciting to contribute towards the APS bill, 

it is wonderful to feel the cool air circulating around us 

from the air conditioners in the sanctuary and the 

classrooms. We appreciate your contributions; they allow 

us to have the resources to be a spiritual family together on 

our campus. 

Our first lunch and learn gathering was enlightening 

and fun.  Lunch and Learn is a time to share 

thoughts and feelings.  This time together is a safe 

place to ask questions about Unity teachings, share 

insights about your perception of the world, and 

explore our spirituality, both individually and as a 

group. We will be meeting again on Wednesday, 

July 18th at noon. We would love to have you bring 

your lunch and join us.  For more information con-

tact Rev. Sharon. 

 

Lunch and Learn 

CommUnity Garden 
 
 The CommUnity Garden is ready to plant. 

Irrigation has been installed. We will add other 

raised beds over the next weeks. Would you like 

to sponsor one to grow food for the community? 

A $100 donation buys the materials and installs 

the raised bed. 
 Would you like to plant your own bed? 

The $100 donation will also reserve the bed for 

your use; plant what you’d like. The beds are wa-

tered automatically. 
 Our new manager for this project is Andy 

Klunk. His contact is andyklunk@gmail.com 

Ice Cream Social 
Saturday, July 14, 1-4 PM 

Come One, Come All! 

A fun afternoon of ice cream, cookies, 

drinks and games.  Bring your friends and 

neighbors to our cool Activity Center.  

Bring your favorite card or board game 

to share.  Want to learn Sequence, a fun 

board game? Rev. Sharon is bringing her 

game…it is her favorite.  Please add your 

name to the sign-up sheet on the hallway 

bulletin board so the committee will 

know how much ice cream to buy, 
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Sun Mon Tue                Wed 

    

1 

9am—Jesus Code—Rev. Jim 
10:30am—As We Think—Rev. Jim 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck (A-D Serve) 
 
 
 

 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
 
 

4—Independence Day 
Office Closed 
 
1pm—Al-Anon 
6:15pm OA 

 
 

8 
9am—Jesus Code—Rev. Jim 
10:30am—Rev. Sharon—The Gospel of 
Inclusiveness 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck (E-K Serve) 
12:15—Town Hall Discussion 
 
 
 

9 
 

 
 
 
 

10 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
 
 

11 
1pm—Al-Anon 
6:15pm—OA 
 

15 
9am—The Jesus Code— Rev Jim 
10:30am—Rev. Jim—The Heart of It All 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck (L-O Serve) 
12Noon—Singles Planning Meeting 
12:30pm—A Heroic Life—Karen Diehl 

16 
 

17 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
 
 

18 
10am—Practical Metaphysics  
—Karen Diehl 
12Noon—Lunch and Learn  
with Rev. Sharon 
1pm—Al-Anon 
6pm—Practical Metaphysics 
—Karen Diehl 
6:15pm OA 

22 
9am—The Jesus Code— Rev Jim 
10:30am—Rev. Sharon—Turn the Other Cheek—
Really! 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck—(P-Z Serve)
12:30pm—A Heroic Life—Karen Diehl 
12:30pm—USC Board Meeting 
 
 

23 
 

24 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
7pm AHNA 

 

25 
10am—Practical Metaphysics 
—Karen Diehl 
1pm—Al-Anon 
6pm—Practical Metaphysics 
—Karen Diehl 
6:15pm OA 

29 
9am—The Jesus Code— Rev Jim 
10:30am—Rev. Jim—Know Thyself 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck—(All Serve) 
12:30pm—A Heroic Life—Karen Diehl 
12:30pm—Finance Committee Meeting 

30 31 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
 

 

 

 

March 2017 Calendar 

 

July 2018 Calendar 
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Thu Fri Sat 

   
5 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 
 
 
 

6 
 

7 
11:30 
Women of 
Spirit 
Potluck 
 

12 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 
 

 
 

13 
 

14 
1pm Ice 
Cream 
Social 
 
 

19 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 

20 21 
 

26 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 

27 28 
8am Garden 
Trim 

   July Birthdays 

2—Kathleen Renner 

6—Pamela Barker 

8—Debbie Ashworth     

24—Marilyn Moore 
30—Beverly Hall &      

John Schacht 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 7 
 
Mark your calendars so you don’t forget to 

come to Unity Spiritual Center’s Women of 

Spirit as we celebrate our sisterhood, by making 

new friends, getting to know current friends at a 

deeper level, and sharing laughter as we grow 

together.  

The meeting will be held on Saturday, July 7th at 

11:30 am in the Activity Center.  We will share a 

potluck lunch.   

Town Hall Meeting—July 8 
On Sunday July 8th at 12:15 pm we will be facilitat-

ing a spiritual community town hall meeting.  We 

will have a brief time of acknowledging our grief, 

as a spiritual family, for those who have made 

their transitions in the past couple of years.  Peo-

ple often mention missing ones who have moved 

on and we have become aware of the need to 

recognize our grief. 

 

We will also give a short report about the fabu-

lous week we experienced at the Unity World-

wide Convention in Lenexa, Kansas! We came 

home filled with new ideas and inspiration about 

what's next for our Unity movement and for our 

wonderful Unity Spiritual Center. It was a won-

derful gathering of Unity ministers, teachers and 

board members.  On a personal level we came 

home feeling blessed and encouraged by the posi-

tive focus and energy of Unity. 
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The beauty of our great 

nation is only partly in 

spacious skies, amber waves 

of grain, purple mountain 

majesty, and fruited plains. 

The real beauty of America 

is in the potential of its 

people. Every country has 

land and good people.  

However, our people are, 

once again, feeling a deep 

manifestation to make 

America a safe place. We have witnessed our young 

citizens filled with daring, drive, and determination to 

make America the best it can be. 
     The courage of our forefathers and foremothers 

is part of the fabric that makes our way of life a great 

society. People in this day and age have the courage 

of the pioneers, but the expansion is not westward; it 

is inward. Tomorrow's pioneers will forge new trails 

of spirituality. 

     This society needs more lights to lead the way to 

the kinder, gentler land envisioned in the original 

dream of a free nation. Today, we have the freedom 

to become whatever we can see in mind. Let's 

envision a land without violence, a land where the 

good of the people is manifest in prosperity and 

abundance, a land where crime is no longer a 

challenge. Working together, Americans created the 

industrial revolution. It is now time for a spiritual 

revolution. 

     July 4th marks our nation's 242nd birthday. On 

that day, we again say with those that have gone on 

before us: "In God We Trust." It is time for us to 

forge ahead, beyond our greatest achievements. In 

the past, our wondrous achievements were in the 

outer, but in the future our greatest achievements 

will be within. The patriot of tomorrow will build 

cities with the brick of Divine reliance and on the 

mortar of love. "In God We Trust" will be the 

foundation upon which to forge a new America. 

     Each will accept responsibility for the renewal of 

America. Each of us will value individual freedoms, so 

much so, that we will see the value of being involved 

in the system. We will be an undivided people, while, 
at the same time honoring inclusiveness, differences 

and diversity. May the future bring the day when each 

American will cast a vote and participate. We see an 

election where candidates talk about their dreams for 

a Country that holds love and peace in the highest 

accord.  While they leave the criticism of the 

opposing candidates unspoken. 

     The new America will see religions and spiritual 

centers reaching out in friendship to one another, 

realizing that we are all under the government of 

one God.  We will come to appreciate the customs 

and traditions of all while we honor all paths to 

God. We will be a Nation that cares for each child, 

making sure they are safe and nurtured, 

     Urban decay becomes gardens, darkness turns 

to light, and we find each neighborhood a safe 

dwelling place. As we, the people, joined together in 

manifesting the Divine, America becomes a place of 

Divine order and with more harmony peace will 
enfold all of us.. Where two or more are gathered 

together love shines.  

      When millions agree to consent to God, a shift 

in conscious awareness will take place in every 

town, city, and state. A new Declaration of 

Independence will be made against everything not 

up to the God love standard. Our houses will 

become homes of God and our churches beacons of 

light, showing the way for all people to become the 

best they can be. 

     Churches will no longer fight among themselves, 

shouting differences in doctrinal beliefs. Instead they 

will work together for the upliftment of humanity. 

Tribal consciousness, where differences are 

considered foreign and frightening, will emerge as a 

way of honoring and growing the gifts we each bring 

from our past ancestors and these gifts will make all 

of our lives richer. 

     May each American realize that the final four 

letters of the word American spells "I CAN." The 

dream of this free nation can be realized as each 

person comes into his or her own potential. Who 

can change America -- the national government, the 

state government, the local precinct, or the people 

who believe "I CAN"? 

     The vision of a perfect society is not a new one; 

utopia has been dreamed of ever since the story of 

Adam and Eve. Just because we have not fully 

manifested this concept in the past does not make it 

entirely impossible. 
     People have the vision within them, because they 

have the vision given to them by God. They 

inwardly know there is a better way, a better life, 

and hold eternal hope for a better tomorrow. 

In God We Trust 

 In God We Trust continued on Page 8 
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Sharon and I just returned 

from the Unity People’s 

Convention in Olatha, Kansas. 

The discussions seemed to 

involve brick and mortar 

churches and the growing 

trend amongst churches to 

expand ministry in alternative 

ways. Yes, even in Unity, large 

churches such as Unity of 

Overland Park and 

Renaissance Unity in Michigan have decided to move 

to smaller facilities.  A subject comes up in a surprising 

number of conversations these days. And no one’s 

quite sure how to respond to it. 
The issue? Even committed church attenders 

are attending church less often. Sure, the trend has 

been happening for years. Gone are the days when 

people attended 50 out of 52 Sundays, but the issue 

is reaching a tipping point in the church today. This 

isn’t about why people have left the church. This is 

about church attenders who love the message, 

appreciate the local church, and are even involved in 

the local church, but who simply attend less often. 

So why all this attention? 

This trend isn’t going away…in fact according 

to Carey Nieuwhof, a respected church consultant, it’s 

accelerating. It impacts almost every church regardless 

of size, denomination or even location. It probably 

marks a seismic shift in how the church will do 

ministry in the future. 

 Of course, church attendance is never the goal. 

But attendance is a sign of something deeper that 

every church leader is going to have to wrestle with 

over the next few years. 

 The first key to addressing what’s happening is 

to understand what’s happening. So…why are even 

committed attenders attending less often? There are 

at least 10 reasons. 

1. Greater Affluence 

Money gives people options. Our church is 

engaging the upper middle class, or a suburban 

demographic, where an interesting trend is developing. 

The middle class is shrinking. A New York Times 

report shows there are simply more affluent people 
than there were decades ago. This may, in part, 

explain why so many “average’ people indulge their 

obsessions with granite counter tops, designer 

homes and decent cars, even without being mega-

wealthy. 

Naturally, this leaves a huge theological 

void about ministry to and with the poor, but it 

helps explain what’s happening in the suburbs and 

increasingly with the re-urbanization of many cities 

as the affluent move back downtown. People with 

money have options. Technology options. Travel 

options. Options for their kids. And, arguably, that 

affluence may be one of the factors moving them 

further away from a committed engagement to the 

mission of the local church. It’s perhaps fueling 

some of the reasons outlined below. 

2. Higher Focus on Sports and Kids’ Activities 
A growing number of kids are playing 

sports.  Many have sports activities on Sunday. And 

we are choosing sports over church. Unity 

Spiritual Center does not have children in the 

ministry, but grandparents attend sports events. It 

may be the Cardinals or the soccer game of the 

grandchildren. It’s as simple as that. 

3. More Travel 

Travel is on the rise, both for business and 

pleasure. More and more of us travel for leisure, 

even if it’s just out of town to go camping or to a 

friend’s place for the weekend or a weekend at the 

lake. And when people are out of town, they tend 

to not be in church. And when friends or family 

visit Arizona in the winter, we skip church. 

4. Transportation 

By the way, we are in a church that virtually 

requires a vehicle to get there. I love how we 

often see people with reliable transportation 

helping those who don’t have a vehicle. That’s at 

least a partial remedy to this problem. 

5. Online Options 

Many churches have created a social media 

presence and many podcast their messages.. 

Churches are also launching online campuses that 

bring the entire service to you on a phone, tablet 

or TV. There are pros and cons to online church 

and there’s no doubt that churches with a strong 

online presence have seen it impact physical 

attendance. But whether our church has online 
options doesn’t make the issue go away. Anyone 

who attends church has free access to any online 

ministry of any church. Online church is here to 

Ten Reasons Even Committed Church  At-

tenders Are Attending Church Less Often 

Ten Reasons continued on Page 8 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/01/25/upshot/shrinking-middle-class.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=1
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/01/25/upshot/shrinking-middle-class.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=1
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/connexus-church-video-podcast/id843290736?mt=2
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stay, whether we participate or not. 

6. The Disappearance of Guilt 

When I grew up, I felt guilty about not being 

in church on a Sunday. The number of people who 

feel guilty about not being in church on Sunday 

shrinks daily. That’s a good thing and we, at Unity, 

encourage it. I regularly meet people all the time 

who haven’t been in months but LOVE our church. 

If some churches are relying on guilt as a motivator, 

they need a new strategy. Well, honestly, they’ve 

always needed a new strategy,,, 

7. Self-Directed Spirituality 

People are looking less to churches and 

leaders to help them grow spiritually, and more to 

other options. We live in an era in which no one 
makes a visit to a doctor’s office without having 

first googled the symptoms of an illness and a 

recommended course of treatment. Just ask any 

family physician. It drives them nuts. Google, 

doctors will tell you, is not a complete replacement 

for medical school. 

Similarly, when was the last time you 

bought a car without completely researching it 

online? In an age where we have access to 

everything, more and more people are self-

directing their spirituality. 

Similarly, another characteristic of the post-

modern mind is a declining trust of and reliance on 

institutions. The church, our church, in many 

people’s minds is seen as an institution. 

I don’t believe that’s what a church is. But 

churches do move from a man with a message, to a 

movement, then it becomes a monument. I think 

we have a message and hopefully, we are more 

than a movement and we are not a monument. But 

many churches behave like an institution, and the 

post-modern mind instinctively moves away from it 

as a result. And from the outside we may look like 

an institutional church and it takes a week or two 

for a visitor to find out who or what we really are.  

8. Failure to See A Direct Benefit 

People always make time for the things they 

value most.  If they’re not making time for church, 

that tells you something. Even among people who 

say they love their church and who say they 
love our church, declining attendance is an issue. 

Chances are some don’t see a direct benefit. They 

don’t see the value in being there week after week. 

Good Questions continued from Page 7  That could be because there isn’t much value. 

Or it could be because there is value that they simply 

don’t see. Either way, failure to see a direct benefit 

always results in declining engagement. So, what are 

we doing or not doing that leaves people feeling like 

there’s not that much value? 

9. Valuing Attendance Over Engagement 

When someone merely attends church, the 

likelihood of showing up regularly or even engaging 

their faith decreases over time. At Unity Spiritual 

Center, I find our most engaged people—people who 

serve, give, invite and who are in a community 

group—are our most frequent attenders. More and 

more as a spiritual leader, I value engagement over 

attendance. Ironically, if we value attendance over 
engagement, we see declining attendance. 

10. A Massive Culture Shift 

All these trends witness to something deeper. 

Our culture is shifting. Seismically. If we fail to 

recognize this we will not be able to change rapidly 

enough to respond to the shifts that are happening.  

Unity Spiritual Center is looking at these 

trends, along with the consultation of Unity 

Worldwide Ministries. We are looking at the 

services and programs, classes and activities. We will 

be asking for the ideas of congregants. We are 

evaluating the on-line services offered by the 

ministry. In all these things, we are looking at our 

future and how to “do church” in the 21st century. 

 

 

 

     We thank God for placing us in this land of 

opportunity.  We ask God’s guidance in how to 

create opportunities for the young people of our 

land, so they will be able to reach for and manifest 

their dreams to the fullest.    

     Moment by moment, in every area, may God 

make America the Beautiful a land overflowing with 

love, kindness and joy. Trusting in God, ~ Rev. 

Sharon 

 

In God We Trust, Continued from Page 6 

Depression Support Group 
Starting at 2pm on Thursday, July 5, we will be host-

ing a depression support group with Jill Neeley. De-

pression affects people from all walks of life, no mat-

ter what their background. It can affect people of all 

ages as well. Here is a chance to check in with oth-

ers that need and offer this support. 

https://www.verywellmind.com/causes-of-depression-2337545
https://www.verywellmind.com/causes-of-depression-2337545

