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The Unity Sun 

A Course in Miracles Tuesdays at 10:30am 

     In response to repeated requests, we have formed a group 
to study A Course in Miracles. Perhaps you’d like to explore 
miracles. Join us at 10:30am on Tuesdays. We will take an in-
depth approach, using recorded lectures by Dr. Ken Wapnik, 
the world's foremost ACIM teacher.  
     Please call Renee 623-332-4981 if you are interested or if 
you have any questions.  

 

Want to know more about Spirituality? 

 

     Rev. Jim publishes his lesson material. It 

is available in the bookstore after the service 

each Sunday. The 2016 lessons are also 

available in the book, What You Seek is 
Seeking You available in our bookstore, other 

bookstores and online through resellers 

such as Amazon. 

     Want to know more? Want to ask 

questions? Want to challenge an idea or 

bring it deeper? Rev. Jim is available for that discussion each Sunday at 9am. 

Today and next Sunday, September 2, we will be discussing views of God and 

the Online God Test, what Jesus said about God and the Bible thoughts about 

who, in popular culture, is defined as God’s Adversary, Satan… 

      On September 9th, we will be looking at life as a story, as poetry, and what 

happens if someone’s story differs from ours. And how we can bless our 

friends by giving them space as silence! 

      Come, join us for an invigorating, in-depth discussion! 

 

Lunch and Learn 
     Lunch and Learn discussion group will meet on Wednesday, September 19 

at 12:30 pm.  This month we will be discussing the evolution of human 

consciousness as it applies to the time line of the Hebrew Scriptures also 

known as the Old Testament.  This is an open discussion format so if you 

have any questions, wisdom or ideas about spiritual growth please bring them 

to share. 

     The regular Wednesday class has requested a recess for the month of 

September.  Many class members have been taking more than one class for 

over two years and asked for a short break.  We will “come back to class” 

the first Wednesday of October.  If you have a book you are interested in 

sharing with us please let Rev. Sharon know. 

 
 
 
 
 

September Classes 
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Financial Statement 

Seven Months ending July 31, 2018 

Income  

Sunday Contributions $    61,273.00     

  Less 10% tithe $    (6,127.30) 

Other Income $    20,155.16 

Net Income $    75,300.86 

  Less Expenses $ (129,799.47) 

Net Operating Loss $   (54,498.61) 

Interest Income $     63,546.25 

  Less 10% Tithe $       6,354.64) 

Operating Income $       2,693.00 

Designated Income 
$       3,655.00 

  Less Designated Expense $          (21.55) 

Net Income $       6,326.45 

Bequest Day Trust $         481.46 

Net Income 
$       6,807.91 

The Formula 

      This month’s prosperity article is from a presentation 
on prosperity by Reverend Christopher Ian Chenoweth, a 
Unity minister. This formula was used by Henry P. 
Crowell of Quaker Oats. M. W. Baldwin, the railway 
equipment manufacturer used the formula. A.A. Hyde, 
the man who made mentholatum a household word 
used the formula. 
     If you were in show business and you had a good 
agent who would constantly provide you with good ideas 
and guidance for your life, you wouldn't think anything 
of paying 10% for all the breaks and hunches and new 
ideas. You would say, "It's a privilege. 
     I remember one time when I was in ministerial school, 
I was literally a starving ministerial student. I was in 
poverty like I had never known before in my life. The 
notice arrived to tell me the electricity company was 
going to turn off my lights. Then the next day I got the 
notice the gas company was going to turn off my gas. It 
was the middle of winter and I thought, “Oh boy. 
Something's got to change." I went to one of the top 
ministers that I knew, and I explained my situation and 
then I said, something’s wrong can you help me? And 
she asked me, "Are you tithing?"  
     I thought, "Lady. . . You’ve got some nerve. Can't you 
see that I'm hurting, that I'm practically destitute and you 
ask me if I'm doing a silly thing like giving 10% to God? 
Come on." 
     She asked again, "Are you tithing? Will you consider 
tithing?" I said, "If I were to tithe on what I had it would be 
about a dime."  She said, "Then give the dime." 
     He went on to say, “I have been in active ministry for 
over twenty-five years now. I've told countless people this 
same story when they came to me, and they had 
the same reaction as I had that day with that great 
minister. But I'll tell you, if someone has practiced the 
formula I have never once seen the individual 
disappointed. Not once have I failed to see that person’s 
life turn around.” 
     So many of us are in a boat without oars. We're in a fast-
moving stream of our own economy and we're headed 
towards a waterfall. That is not a row boat. We're in a "woe 
boat." We complain all the way to the splat at the bottom 
of our lives. Instead of turning to God, we look too much to 
outer conditions. We need to turn to God and be prepared 
for success. To be prepared really means to be "pre-
prayered.” We need to be “pre-prayered” with an outer, 
living action of prayer. 

     Jesus says to not look to appearances; He is saying 
to look to God instead with faith and action. In your 
mind, see plenty everywhere. Yes, it's hard sometimes 
to overcome the thought that there is not enough, for 
it's an insidious thought that has been in conscious-
ness for a long time. But it can be done. It has been 
done and is being done by others through the tithe. 
The prosperity law is not a theory. It's a demonstrated 
fact as thousands can testify. Now is the time to open 
your mind and see plenty. 
     You will become so positive in your life. You'll 
become like the man in the row boat going after Moby 
Dick who has tartar sauce in the row boat. He knows 
he is going to be a success. 
     You'll know, too, because you'll be using God’s law. 
You'll see things change instantly. You'll see your life 
change, and you'll begin to know that God is real. That 
is the most important thing. God is not somewhere far 
off. God is living in your business, your career, your 
employment. 
     The formula:  Take God into partnership with you. 
Agree to give this partner 10% of the proceeds of your 
income, through the channel which you receive your 
spiritual food.” 
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Sun Mon Tue                Wed 

    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2 
9am—Discussion Group 
10:30am-Your Life as a Poem—Rev. Jim Yeaw 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck (A-D Serve) 
 
 
 

3 
Labor Day 

 
 
 
 

4 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
 
 

5 

1pm—Al-Anon 
6:15pm OA 
Wednesday classes on Break  
Until Fall 

9 
9am—Discussion Group 
10:30am—Rev. Sharon—What a Difference a Life 
Can Make  
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck (E-K Serve) 
12:30pm—Film: Heal 

10 
 

11 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
 
 

12 

1pm—Al-Anon 
6:15pm OA 

16 
9am—Discussion Group 
10:30am—Jesus’ Core Message—Rev. Jim 
11:30am—CommUnity Garden Dedication 
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck—(L-O Serve) 
12Noon—Single’s Planning Meeting 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 

 

19 
12:30—Lunch and Learn  
1pm—Al-Anon 
6:15pm OA 

23 
9am—Discussion Group 
10:30am——Rev. Sharon—Heaven on Earth  
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck—(P-Z Serve) 
12:30pm—USC Board Meeting 

30 
9am—Discussion Group 
10:30am——Rev. Sharon—Generation to 
Generation Loving the Difference  
11:45am—Fellowship Potluck—(All Serve) 
12Noon—Blood Drive 
 

24 25 
10am Tai Chi 
10am Prayer 
10am Search for God 
10:30am A Course in 
Miracles 
10:30am  AA 
6pm Choir 
 
 

26 
1pm—Al-Anon 
6:15pm OA 

 

 

March 2017 Calendar 

 

September2018 Calendar 

CommUnity Garden Dedication Sept. 16th 
     The CommUnity Garden is ready to plant with ten raised 

beds and a new tool shed. We thank Lowe’s for their gener-

ous discount and numerous others for donations.  

      Would you like to sponsor one to grow food for the 

community? We are still accepting $100 donations to buy the 

materials and installation of  the raised bed. 
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Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 

 
 

1 
 

6 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 
 

 
 

7 
 

8 
 
 

13 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 

World Day of 
Prayer 

14 15 
 

20 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 

21 22 
8am Garden 
Trim 

27 
9am Chair Yoga 
10:30am  AA 
2pm Depression 
Support Group 
5:30pm OA 

28 29 

Coming Events at Unity Spiritual Center 
 

• September 9 - 12:30—Film “Heal” 

• September 13 - World Day of Prayer 

• September 16 - after service—Dedication 

 of Food Bank Vegetable Garden 

• September 19 - Noon Lunch and Learn       

 Discussion of the evolution of consciousness 

 in the Bible 

• September 30 - Noon—Blood Drive 

• October 6 - 11:30 am Women of Spirit pot

 luck 

• October 20 - Noon Chaplain Lunch in the Ac-

tivity Center 

• October 24 - 10am and 6pm Meditation  Class 

• October 24 - 7:30pm Labyrinth Walk under 

 full moon 

• November 1, 2 and 3 - Community Sale  

• November 10 - 5:30 pm to 8 pm Fall Festival 

 with pasta dinner and activities  

• November 18 - 11:30 am USC Thanksgiving 

 Dinner 

• December 24 - 6pm—Christmas Eve Musical 

• December 31 - 6pm—New Year’s Eve Service 

September 

Birthdays 
1—Kenneth Haines 

4—Karen Diehl 
5—Barbara Hadley, 

Rosa Urrutia 

8—Pat Fagenbush 

9—Barbara Woods 

 

16—Patricia Fowler 

17—Patti Schacht 

19—Linda Schafer 

21—Forest Rollins 
22—Ellen Curry, 

Janice Dias, David 

Krause 
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     A few years ago, while I 
was a student chaplain 
resident at the University of 
California Davis Medical 
Center, I had the 
opportunity to attend a 
presentation by Dr. Larry 
Dossey. 
      This distinguished Texas 
physician, deeply rooted in 
the scientific world, had 
become an internationally 

influential advocate of the role of the mind in health 
and the role of spirituality in healthcare. Bringing the 
experience of a practicing internist and the soul of a 
poet to the discourse, Dr. Larry Dossey gave me a 
deeper understanding of the importance that spiritual 
comfort and care offered with compassion has in the 
healing process.   
     I still remember he opened his talk with these words, 
"I used to believe that we must choose between science 
and reason on one hand, and spirituality on the other, 
in how we lead our lives. Now I consider this a false 
choice. We can recover the sense of sacredness, not just 
in science, but in perhaps every area of life." 
     An education steeped in traditional Western 
medicine did not prepare Dr. Dossey for patients who 
were blessed with "miracle cures," remissions that 
clinical medicine could not explain. He said: "Almost all 
physicians possess a lavish list of strange happenings 
unexplainable by normal science.” Strange happenings 
that we, Unity truth students, know are always present 
in our lives. 
     The impact of Dr. Dossey's work has been 
remarkable and it helped shape my life and my service 
as a hospital chaplain and a minister. Before his book, 
“Healing Words” was published in 1993, only three 
American medical schools had courses devoted to 
exploring the role of religious practice and prayer in 
health.  
     Dr. Dossey introduced the concept of "nonlocal 
mind" -- mind unconfined to the brain and body, mind 
spread infinitely throughout space and time. Since then, 
"nonlocal mind" has been adopted by many leading 
scientists as an emerging image of consciousness. Dr. 
Dossey's ever-deepening explication of nonlocal mind 
provides a legitimate foundation for the merging of 
spirit and medicine.  
     His research produced confirmation that we can heal 

ourselves with our thoughts.  This is a  principle taught 
by Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, the founders of Unity, 
and practiced by many in Unity, because we know that 
our thoughts create our world. 
     Dr. Dossey shared a personal experience with us.  
He said; “The most profound healing event I 
personally remember occurred as I was recovering 
from anesthesia following an appendectomy. The 
surgery was a rushed-up affair in the Student Health 
Center at the University of Texas at Austin, when I was 
a senior student preparing to enter medical school. I 
never met the surgeon beforehand; he thought it 
unnecessary. Neither did I meet the anesthesiologist 
in advance; he was too busy. 
     When I awakened, I was anxious, alone, and in 
pain. I still did not know who my surgeon was, or what 
he had found during surgery. A nurse appeared at my 
bedside. She simply held my hand and said softly, 
“Don’t worry. Everything is going to be just fine.  
     Her kind words and lingering touch conveyed to 
me—powerfully and unequivocally—that everything 
was going to be all right. It was; the pain vanished, 
along with the anxiety and sense of isolation. This 
simple act is seared into my memory as a profound 
example of the power of compassion and empathy.” 
     The Dalai Lama writes: "Love and compassion are 
necessities, not luxuries. Without them, humanity 
cannot survive."  And in the Gospel of Matthew, it is 
written that: “Jesus went forth, and saw a great 
multitude, and was moved with compassion toward 
them, and he healed their sick.” 
     Can you remember times in your life when you’ve 
been blessed by someone’s compassion? I remember 
times when I’ve been under the weather or 
emotionally upset and received the compassion of a 
loving touch or a kind word. I’ve also had the 
experience of speaking in front of an audience and 
received the compassion of an encouraging, smiling 
face. I think we all know we would never survive our 
early months and years without the loving compassion 
of our mothers. 
     What is compassion? Compassion is an inherent 
potential within us all. It is more than a simple sense 
of caring and kindness toward another human being. 
It is more than a warm-hearted feeling of empathy for 
the suffering of others.  
     Compassion is often referred to as the highest form 
of love, and it flows out of the truth of our felt 
interconnectedness with others. Not confined merely 

Come Alive! 

 Come Alive continued on Page 8 
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     What if: things are not the way we 
think they are? What if we don’t have 
to do things the way we’ve always 
done them? …or the church has told us 
to do them? What if there’s more than 
that? What if we thought for 
ourselves? 
     What if we understood, and 
admitted, that what we think and say 

about God, Jesus, is just a way of talking? That is, our 
scriptures, theology, creeds, doctrines, are not reality, 
not the way things are; they are just our limited 
perceptions and concepts, not exclusively or absolutely 
true. There are other truthful ways of seeing, thinking, 
and practicing. 
     What if: we didn’t take the Bible literally? What if we 
understood we’re not supposed to take it literally? What 
if we paid attention to the fact that nowhere in the bible 
does God, nor any human author, ever say it should be? 
What if we understood that most of it is not historical, 
but mythical, poetic; profoundly meaningful, but not 
something we could capture on our smart-phone cam. 
What if we accepted that God is the God of all people, 
not only Jews, Christians, or Muslims?  
     What if we admitted that our scriptures are not the 
only scriptures, nor necessarily the best? 
     What if: there is no original sin? What if we paid 
attention to the fact that the Garden of Eden story never 
mentions original sin? That the Jews, who wrote the 
story, have no concept of it; neither does Islam, our 
younger Abrahamic sibling; nor did Jesus ever say 
anything about it? What if we admitted that Augustine 
‘sampled’ Paul, and made up a story giving us the single 
most negative image of humanity of all the world’s 
religions?  
      What if we don’t need to be saved? What if Jesus 
didn’t die ‘for’ our sins, but to show us we are already 
saved? 
      What if we are not who we think we are, namely our 
egos? Our ego is our unenlightened, surface personality. 
Our ‘small self or little ‘i’; our little-me side. Our ego 
cannot love, our ego does not get enlightened. It will try 
to trick us into thinking that it can and does. Our ego can 
twist virtually anything inside out, even hiding behind 
pious churchy language to make us believe we are never 
good enough, or hiding behind our conscience instead of 
informing it. The ego is interested in sin, guilt, and 

punishment. It is the ego which is famous for pride, 
narcissism, ambition, the seven deadly sins. The 
commandments are addressed primarily to the ego. 
      What if we are actually more than that? What if 
Jesus is our mirror, so we are like him, eternally and 
unconditionally beloved sons and daughters of God. 
What if we cannot be separated from God, because 
we are already embraced and enfolded in God, and 
God is already in us? What if we are one with God 
and each other? All: all races, all colors, all genders, 
all creeds/or no creed, all religions or all forms of 
spirituality 
     What if the unified field of existence is love? What 
if, in some way, shape, or form love is the source of 
everything; it is the big picture? Again, if we are like 
Jesus, who was filled with the Holy Spirit of love, 
then we too are created with the inherent capacity 
to love, i.e., to have compassion, lovingkindness, 
empathy. What if, then, our life purpose is to love? 
That includes all people, my neighbor, my self, my 
enemies. That’s the mission, the ministry, and the job 
description. The goal is unconditional love, and  the 
work is lifelong. 
     What if our calling as Christians is not be disciples 
or followers of Christ, but to be Christ, to and for 
each other? In order to become the Christs we were 
created to be, our ego has to be transformed, and 
overcome. That takes a lot of work, energy, trust in 
God. We are eternally unconditionally beloved 
children of God, 
     What if we believed that  our scriptures, the-
ologies, creeds, liturgies, and practices are made for 
us, not we for them? What if these things do not 
support and promote our consciousness as eternally 
unconditionally beloved sons and daughters of God, 
with the inherent capacity to love, and do not teach 
us how to love? What if we believe either of those 
are true, would we not want or need to reform, 
reinterpret, change them? 
      The Sabbath is made for us, not we for the 
Sabbath. Our relationship with God is about our life, 
not about being churchy. The Church is responsible 
to us, not we to it. 
     Much more can be said; more details, 
explanations, nuances given. Many more questions 
can be asked. But this is a taste of seeing what may 
be true in a different way.  
     Many are already doing just that. 

What If? 
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assistance.  Some of the things that I know have been 
done to help someone experiencing a health challenge 
are; a ride to the doctors or physical therapy, a meal 
delivered to their home, pet care while they are in the 
hospital, and grocery shopping.  
      A card or an email to let them know we are holding 
them in Light and Love is a simple act of kindness that 
makes the recipient feel cared for and can make great 
strides in their healing consciousness.  You may also visit 
them and offer to pray with them.  If praying with others 
makes you feel uncomfortable, plan to attend the prayer 
chaplain training in January where you will be 
encouraged to move from your head to your heart as 
you allow Spirit to guide your words. 
     The most powerful care you can offer is heartfelt 
prayer for healing.  In the entry way to both buildings, on 
our campus, we have prayer card boxes.  Complete the 
card and put it in the prayer box and every Tuesday at 
10:00 am the people on the cards are prayed for. At the 
end of each month they are mailed to Silent Unity where 
they are prayed over for another thirty days.  You might 
consider attending this powerful prayer circle; it is held 
in the Peace Chapel off of the narthex. 
     In closing, I invite you to remember that the power of 
compassion opens your heart, heals the soul, and can 
change the world. Warm love, Rev. Sharon 

Come Alive Continued from Page 6 

to the realm of feeling, compassion rouses us to 
action; in much the same way we are instinctively 
roused to action to defend our own lives, well-
being, and interests. What a blessed miracle 
compassion is, and though it’s virtually 
unexplainable by our culture’s materialistic 
orientation, it is a vital and unrecognized key to 
social harmony, to spiritual growth, to fulfilling 
relationships, to living a meaningful life, and to 
healing of all kinds. 
     Of course, everyone says compassion is 
important. But when serious illness strikes, 
compassion is often regarded as less important 
than physical interventions such as drugs and 
surgical procedures. However, evidence suggests 
that compassion and empathy are correlated with 
positive health outcomes. We are learning that 
they should not be regarded as optional in medical 
care, but as fundamental factors that promote 
recovery from any illness. 
     Experiments have shown that compassionate 
empathic healing intentions can exert measurable 
physical effects on a recipient even when the 
recipient is unaware that compassionate intentions 
are being sent their way. We can summarize this 
experiment with the old saying, “Love heals.” 
     The exquisite beauty and potential of our brief 
adventure on this Earth is that we can grow, 
evolve, and awaken to greater capacities of love 
and wisdom. We can become a force for spreading 
freedom, peace, and healing. With any inner 
healing, there will be outer healing.  
     Through compassion, we find a deeper source of 
joy and inner peace. As we bring our lives into 
alignment with the truth of Spirit, we will discover, 
we will find even more truth in the compassion 
that has grown in our heart, and we will realize that 
the rewards are worth infinitely more than artificial 
camaraderie. Truth, compassion, healing—these 
three are inseparable sisters. Cultivating one 
cultivates the others. 
     We are all connected, and the more deeply we 
heal ourselves, the more we bless others. 
Cultivating compassion is an essential and often 
unrecognized key to authentic healing. It’s never 
too late to begin practicing it. The more we bless 
others, the more we are blessed. 
     Sometimes our ego makes us feel intimidated 
about contacting our friends and offering 

Opportunities to Serve 
     In November we have two opportunities to serve, 
and at the same time visit with old-friends and make 
new ones! 
     The first is our annual sale.  It would be wonderful 
if you could bless us with the gift of your time on one 
or all of these days. On November 1st starting at 10 
am, we will sort, price and arrange items for sale.  
Then on November 2nd and 3rd from 8 am until 3 pm, 
we could use a few hours of your assistance by help-
ing our visitors with their purchases. This sale is al-
ways fun, always work and always a financial success 
for our spiritual community.  
     Our second event is The Fall Festival.  This is a new 

event for our spiritual community.  The purpose of 

this event is to invite our neighbors and friends to en-

joy an evening of fun.  We will be serving a pasta din-

ner. There will be fun activities for the enjoyment of 

all.  If you are interested in serving on the planning 

team, contact Frank Dias.  These exciting events will 

also assist us in meeting our financial goals this year.  


